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This handbook is a valuable tool.  

Its purpose is to provide BHEA members with essential and helpful information.  

Please look for answers to your questions here before contacting BHEA coordinators.  

By utilizing this BHEA handbook, reading the BHEA newsletter and checking for BHEA e-mail 

alerts, members can be sure that they stay fully informed about all  

BHEA events and activities. 

 

Contents 

About Your BHEA Membership 

BHEA Membership dues are: $15 per year 

   
Membership is for the regular school year with renewals due each year by August 1st. 

Discount for HSLDA -  Home School Legal Defense Association 

 

Your Membership Fees 
Where does your membership fee go?  

It takes a lot of money to run an organization with over 200 families!  

The following list includes some of the major expenses incurred in running BHEA: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Reports are presented at semi-annual BHEA meetings and are always available at member’s 

request. If you would like a copy, please contact the BHEA Finance Coordinator. 

 

Annual Enrichment Class Registration Fee is $20 per family/per semester. 
This is a separate fee that is only paid by BHEA members that participate in the Enrichment Class Program. 

A percent of this fee is used for general expenses involved with running the program—copies, etc. 

A portion of this fee  is used as a donation to the church for the building use. 
 

Please help us keep our accounting as accurate as possible by reminding anyone who collects money from you for 

ANY BHEA related reason to ALWAYS give you a receipt! 

Printing & Postage for other mailings 

Liability Insurance 

Supplies (Includes everything from paper goods 

to printer cartridges) 

 

Donations to Facilities  (special events in 

addition to our Enrichment Class Program) 

Miscellaneous Copies—Handbook, Member 

Directory and more. 

Website hosting & fees 
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BHEA Mission Statement 
 

Blount Home Education Association (BHEA) is an association of independent homeschooling families that has been established to 

promote and encourage home education in Blount County. It is vital to the success of this organization that each member understands 

that BHEA operates as a cooperative effort and depends on the contributions of each member for its strength and growth.  

 

The Purpose of this organization shall be to provide support, information and encouragement to homeschooling families. We seek to 

provide programs and activities that enrich the educational standards established by the family. 

We propose that all our efforts be consistent with the following principles: 

We place a strong emphasis on spiritual maturity and development of Christian character along with the other educational 

disciplines. 

We seek to plan programs, classes and other activities for our children that support a Christ-centered education with a Biblical 

world and life view. 

BHEA is open to all families who choose to homeschool. All members are expected to respect and abide by the BHEA conduct 

and dress codes.  BHEA does maintain the right to refuse, suspend, or rescind membership.   

BHEA shall actively encourage public expressions of Christian faith such as prayer, personal testimonies, or Biblical teaching. 

BHEA shall not encourage public expressions of other religions. 
 

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than 

himself; do not merely look for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” Philippians 2:3-4 NAS 

The BHEA Website is:   www.bhea.net 

Information: info@bhea.net 
 

BHEA Yahoogroup Our BHEA Yahoogroup has become one of our members’ favorite BHEA 

services. We refer to this as “The Loop” and encourage all members to participate! This is a great way 

to share information, ask questions, and stay motivated.  
 

Important E-Alert Announcements  should be sent to Sarah Small at ealert@bhea.net for 

distribution to all BHEA members. Please reserve this service for important announcements that need 

immediate attention and cannot wait for the next newsletter. The E-Support Loop should be used for 

all less important announcements. 
 

  
 

BHEA is an association of independent homeschooling families.  The following members act to coordinate the 

efforts of members as we accomplish the various projects and services offered by BHEA. If you have questions, 

suggestions, or wish to volunteer, please contact one of the members listed below. 
 

To contact all members of the Council of Coordinators:  council@bhea.net 

Important Contact Information For BHEA 

General Council Inquiries:  administrator@bhea.net 

Sarah Small 681-8423 
 

Membership Coordinator: membership@bhea.net   

Brooke Gunning  980-2009 
 

Activities Coordinator:  activities@bhea.net  

Sarah Kerr  982-1245 

 

Finance Coordinator:  treasurer@bhea.net 

Greg Benson  981-7409 

 

Member at Large:  council@bhea.net     

Glen Leslie  977-1957  
  
  

  

Teen Activities Coordinator:  teens@bhea.net  

Sheila Jackson  661-1368  

 

Ministry Coordinator:  ministry@bhea.net 

Julie Griesen  984-8023  

 

Enrichment Class Team:  enrichment@bhea.net 
 

Julie Griesen  984-8023 Jennifer Dailey  380-7191 

Diane Benson  981-7409 Angela Montoya  379-7467 

Elaine Walker*  579-6902 Angela Langley  984-7324 

Julia Jinks  804-5424 

 

Website:  webmaster@bhea.net  
Laurie Leslie  977-1957  
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How BHEA Works: 
A Summary of BHEA’s  

Structure, Activities & Services 
 

Leadership: 

BHEA’s leadership structure consists of an 

Administrative Council made up of Coordinators who 

serve to oversee volunteer efforts in the major service 

areas that BHEA offers. The positions of Coordinators 

were formed out of necessity, in order to efficiently 

serve such a large group. Some current coordinator 

positions are:  Enrichment, Membership, Ministry, 

Communications, Activities, Teen Activities, and Finance. 

Please bring any concerns, ideas, questions or 

comments to the appropriate coordinator.  
 

Membership: 

Membership dues are $15 per family.  Membership 

runs from August thru July, regardless of when you 

join.  

Membership fees pay for basic operating expenses. 

Your membership allows you to participate in BHEA 

functions, activities, & services. 

Membership in Smoky Mountain Home Education 

Association (SMHEA) and the Home School Legal 

Defense Association (HSLDA) are encouraged. 

All members are responsible for knowing and adhering 

to the BHEA policies defined in this handbook. These 

policies were created to help ensure a high standard of 

conduct and the smooth operation of BHEA’s functions 

and services. 

All members should try to give back to BHEA in some 

way. Responsibilities are to be shared among all. 

Everyone can give something, even though everyone is 

not expected to give equally. First year homeschoolers 

are not expected to contribute more than they feel 

comfortable. 
 

BHEA  Member Directory: 

The BHEA Member directory is the group’s “phone book 

& contact list.” It includes each member’s address, phone 

number, e-mail, & children’s names and ages. 

This directory is confidential and for members’ 

personal use only. Please respect everyone’s privacy 

and never share this information with anyone who is 

not a BHEA member.  Misuse of this directory may 

result in suspension of your membership. 
 

BHEA E-Alert System: 

E-Mail Alerts should be used only for   

announcements. Please use the newsletter or               -

Support Loop for all other announcements and 

information. Appropriate notices can be sent to 

ealert@bhea.net. 

“This Week At BHEA” is a weekly e-mail “calendar 

of events” that is sent out via the E-Alert System. It is a 

great way to have a handy reminder of all BHEA 

activities going on each week as well as some other low

-cost community activities of interest to homeschoolers. 

If you don’t have email access, we suggest you find 

someone to be your e-mail buddy to give you updates 

regarding online communications. 

 

BHEA E-Support Yahoogroups (“Loop” and “Teen 

Facebook”): 

These are convenient, personalized online support 

groups for BHEA members by BHEA members. The 

Loop is for parents only, whereas the Teen Facebook is 

primarily for our member teens.  These are alternative 

ways to communicate for those who have computer 

access. Through E-Support you can ask questions, 

share tips and ideas, or buy and sell homeschooling 

items. You can share about a local upcoming 

educational opportunity, a terrific book you discovered 

at the library, or a wonderful book sale; or you can 

simply ask for opinions on a particular curriculum 

before you buy it. 

We do not automatically sign you up to these Loops 

when you become a member.  You must go to the 

appropriate Yahoogroup site and sign up.  The Teen 

Facebook is always moderated by a BHEA parent.  The 

Loop & Facebook are a privilege of membership that 

may be revoked if the rules are broken or abuse occurs. 

The purpose of Loop support is neither to produce nor 

to extend controversy but to provide a place to gather 

information required to successfully homeschool. The 

council of coordinators maintains the right to place 

individuals or the entire loop under the moderation 

feature at their discretion.  

You may include info about your business in your 

signature line. Please do not use the Loop for continual 

business promotion. 
 

www.BHEA.net: 

Our BHEA website serves as another reference for 

basic information. It is a good place to which to refer 

new homeschoolers for information.  

. 

Activities: 

A master calendar is maintained on the BHEA Yahoo 

Group. When scheduling a field trip or activity, just go 

to the calendar and check for conflicts and then add the 

information about your activity.  

If appropriate, also submit the information about your 

activity or field trip for publication on www.bhea.net. 

Just send your info to activities@bhea.net and 

webmaster@bhea.net 

Occasional overlaps of field trips and club functions are 

to be expected within a group this large. Members are 

at liberty to determine their participation. 
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Meetings: 

BHEA holds meetings for group business, fellowship 

and encouragement. 

Periodically, BHEA hosts special seminars and training 

events. 

Dates, times and locations vary. Check the calendar 

or the Yahoo Groups Loop for the latest 

information. 
 

Park Days: 

Park Days are an informal monthly gathering of 

parents and their children for fellowship and recreation. 

Confirm time and location on the Yahoo Groups 

Loop . 
 

Field Trips: 

All field trips are available to all BHEA members, 

unless specific age or group size restrictions are posted 

for a particular trip. 

Advanced sign up is always required. Some trips may 

even have waiting lists. 

All members are encouraged to plan & host field trips. 

Information to make planning a field trip easy is 

provided in this handbook and at www.bhea.net. 

Members should check the BHEA Calendar for 

conflicts before sending the detailed information to the 

Activities Coordinator for publication. Keep in mind 

that many members are involved in enrichment classes 

on Mondays. 

Please call your field trip sponsor if sickness or other 

emergency prevents your from attending. Other 

families may be on a waiting list hoping to go. 

Be punctual. Field trip sponsors will, as much as 

possible, depart for the destination promptly at the 

designated time. 

As parents are both teacher and role model for their 

children, BHEA encourages you to attend field trips 

with your kids. In the event your child must attend with 

another BHEA family, you are responsible for 

providing that family with emergency contact 

information. 
 

Guests: 

Homeschooled students or families considering 

homeschooling may attend BHEA functions as guests, 

if space allows. Contact the host of the activity to 

inquire. 

Guests are expected to abide by the behavior and dress 

policy. 

Out of fairness to our members, anyone planning to 

attend more than one BHEA activity must pay his or 

her dues and become a member. Special events are the 

only exception to this rule. 

It is not appropriate to bring guests whose membership 

privileges have been revoked or suspended to BHEA 

functions. 

Members with special situations should consult with 

the host of the activity or function. 

 

Public Library: 

There is currently a homeschool resource file in the 

resource section of the library. 

Anyone wishing to join BHEA may acquire 

registration forms at the library or at www.BHEA.net.  

 

 

Spring “Final Formal” Dance: 

See page 7 for specific guidelines on the Final Formal 

Dance, which is exclusively for students in Grades 9 

through 12 (and at least 14 years old).   
 

 

BHEA Yearbook: 

Our BHEA yearbook is published annually. 

Professional school photos are taken, which are also 

available for purchase. 

Please take candid photos throughout the year and give 

them to the yearbook staff to help make our BHEA 

yearbook a success. 
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BHEA Behavior and Dress Policy 
 

The BHEA membership sincerely desires that our children’s behavior and dress in public and at group 
events will reflect Godly character brought about by the extra time and effort spent training them. Since we are 
all still in the process of child training, discipline is sometimes needed at homeschool events. This behavior 
and dress policy will be in effect for each and every BHEA event, unless otherwise stated. 

To ensure events flow smoothly and to avoid misunderstandings, please read 
this policy carefully and understand that it will be strictly observed.  

Please do not be surprised or offended when this policy is enforced. Unfortunately, 
this policy is in effect due to past problems. 

School aged, non-homeschooled children should not be at BHEA events that are held during their normal 

school hours. This could cause us trouble with the truancy laws. They are, however, welcome to attend 

BHEA events held on school holidays or breaks, or after school hours, and are expected to abide by the 

BHEA Behavior and Dress Policy. 
Behavior policy: 

Inappropriate behavior is defined as disrespectful attitudes toward adults and other students, cursing and inappropriate 

conversation, name calling, hitting, biting, spitting, etc. 

Inappropriate behavior or violation of the dress code will be handled in this manner: 

The child will be given verbal correction by the parent and/or an adult. 

Children are expected to respond quickly and respectfully to verbal correction from the parent and/or adult in authority. 

If parents are unaware of, or are ignoring problem behavior, another parent or adult in authority will address the 

misbehavior. 

If misbehavior continues after the verbal correction, the parent will be expected to discipline his/her child with at least 

a 10 minute supervised time away from the event. 

Children misbehaving after these corrections are required to leave the event. BHEA will review event privileges for 

those who are repeatedly asked to leave events. 

Parents, please note that if you do not address your child’s behavior problems, another parent or adult in authority will.  

 
 

Dress policy: 
BHEA is concerned with attitude reflected in some fashions, therefore, we have adopted the following policy 

concerning dress for any BHEA event. Modesty and love for the brethren is our desire. 

Extreme fashions are not appropriate for BHEA functions. Examples include: Goth styles; clothing reflecting gang mentality 
such as oversized chains/baggy clothes, make-up for boys or nail coloring for boys, etc. 

No hats are to be worn at BHEA indoor activities. Religious or special classroom use excepted. 

Shirts must cover the entire torso area. (Please, no midriff or cleavage showing.) 

Shorts should be longer than your longest finger when hands are to your sides. Skirts should be no shorter than 2” above the 
knee 

Clothing must not be form-fitting, for example bike shorts, tight tops, etc. 

Appropriate underwear should be worn but not seen. 

Please carefully select T-shirts appropriate to our group’s Christ-centered beliefs.  

Sleeveless tops must be modest and meet the above criteria concerning shirts, underwear, etc. (Please no spaghetti 
straps or halters.) 

Unnatural (i.e. blue, green, purple, etc.) hair color is inappropriate. 

Proper swimwear will be MODEST—one-piece suits for girls or tankinis (no midriff showing ) and swim trunks for 
boys. 

Special note on the Final Formal:  A separate dress policy will be distributed each year for this special event. Please 
request a copy and review it prior to purchasing your formal wear. 

 

Parents, if students arrive at BHEA events disregarding this dress policy, they will be asked to leave 
the event. 

 Continued on page 7 
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Parent Advisory Committee: 
If an issue or challenge arises (a behavioral issue, dress code problem, etc.) at a BHEA function, it will be addressed 

between the person in charge of the event and the student and his/her parent as described above. In virtually every case, this 

brings the problem or issue to an acceptable close with no further action required. 

 

In the rare event that an issue continues to be a problem, the person in charge will contact a council member or Advisory 

Board member and that student and his/her parents will be asked to meet with the Advisory Board. The Advisory Board will 

discuss the problem with the student and his/her family as it pertains to BHEA policy and the Advisory Board will 

determine how to move forward based on BHEA policy. 

  

A member of the BHEA Council will serve as Director of the Parent Advisory Committee.  He or she will report all 

committee activities (which should be minimal considering the very few number of ongoing issues BHEA has had in the 

past) back to the BHEA Council as necessary.  The Advisory Committee will try to maintain an equal representation of 

BHEA moms and BHEA dads serving as representatives.  If you need to bring a behavioral problem before this committee, 

you may email council@bhea.net to inquire. 

 

 

Spring “Final Formal” Dance Guidelines and Dress Code 
 

The “Final Formal” is a very special event for BHEA students in Grades 9-12.  It is for this reason, and because of the 

sometimes exorbitant cost of formal wear, that we require all participants to read these guidelines very, very carefully.  The 

dress code is quite detailed and will be strictly enforced.  There are frequent additions and changes made to this code, so 

please do not assume you know the criterion already.  Do not purchase formal wear until you have read the dress code in its 

entirety.  You will not be permitted to purchase a ticket without signing a Dress Code Agreement.   

 

Who may attend?  This event is for BHEA students in Grade 9-12 and who are at least 14 years old at the time of the 

dance.  Parents may purchase a ticket and attend with their teens.  No non-parent or guardian escorts over the age of 21 are 

permitted to attend.  Other escorts/guests must be at least 14 years of age and be in the 9th grader or higher.   

 

 

Final Formal Dress Code 
Please Note:  If you arrive in inappropriate dress you will be asked to leave and no refund will be granted.   
 

Gentlemen must wear a suit or tuxedo and a tie. 

 

Ladies: 

No backless dresses are permitted, as defined as lower-cut than the normal bra-line (just under the shoulder blades).  No 

skin should show below this point, such as with cut-outs.    

Appropriate undergarments must be worn. 

No plunging necklines and no cleavage should show.  Halter styles are permissible as long as they meet these criterion. 

Strapless dresses may be worn, so long as they meet all the other guidelines. 

The shortest point of the skirt, including any slits, must be no higher than one inch above the top of the kneecap when 

standing.   

The regular BHEA Dress Code stands in the event of an omission or misunderstanding. 

 

If you have any questions about the Guidelines and Dress Code, please contact the BHEA Council for clarification by 

email at council@bhea.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dress Code Policy, continued… 
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These Guidelines were written to serve as a 

foundation on which BHEA can continue to grow and 

to serve homeschooling families, efficiently and 

effectively. 
 

Blount Home Education Association (BHEA) is an 

association of independent homeschooling families that has 

been established to promote and encourage home education 

in Blount County. It is vital to the success of this 

organization that each member understands that BHEA 

operates as a cooperative effort and depends on the 

contributions of each member for its strength and 

growth. The following guidelines have been established as 

a foundation to allow BHEA to operate efficiently and to 

best serve our homeschooling community. 

 

The Purpose of this organization shall be to provide 

support, information and encouragement to homeschooling 

families. We seek to provide programs and activities that 

enrich the educational standards established by the family. 

We propose that all our efforts be consistent with the 

following principles: 

We place a strong emphasis on spiritual 

maturity and development of Christian 

character along with the other educational 

disciplines. 

We seek to plan programs, classes and other 

activities for our children that support a Christ-

centered education with a Biblical world and 

life view. 

BHEA is open to all families who choose to 

homeschool. All members are expected to 

respect and abide by the BHEA conduct and 

dress codes. 

BHEA shall actively encourage public 

expressions of Christian faith such as prayer, 

personal testimonies, or Biblical teaching. 

BHEA shall not encourage public expressions 

of other religions. 

 

Administrative Organization 
 

BHEA Administrative Council 

An Administrative Council will act to coordinate day-to-

day activities of the group. Individual volunteers and/or 

committees that work with one of the coordinators that 

make up the Administrative Council will assist. At least two 

Business Meetings will be held each year —a kick-off 

meeting in August and a year-end meeting. Business 

requiring the opinion or vote of the membership will be 

handled at these meetings. An annual budget and financial 

report will be available at these meetings as well. 

The BHEA Administrative Council may consist of the 

following members: Administrative Coordinator, Member 

At-Large, Activities Coordinator, Teen Activities 

Coordinator, Enrichment Class Coordinator, Membership 

Coordinator, Ministry Coordinator and Treasurer. 

The members of the Administrative Council shall be a self-

perpetuating body with a term of office not to exceed two  

consecutive three year terms. They will have the authority 

to replace members who resign by a majority vote of the 

council members. A minimum of one year of membership 

in BHEA is a prerequisite for service on the Council. 

Anyone wishing to become part of, or work with, the 

Administrative Council may contact any council member at 

any time and discuss their interests. Options may be 

available to start as an assistant or chairman under an 

existing council member, or to create a new council 

position. 

 
The responsibilities of Council positions  

shall be as follows (partial list): 

Administrative Coordinator: Will act as spokesman for 

BHEA and be responsible for presiding over BHEA council 

meetings; shall schedule a BHEA council meeting at least 

quarterly or as required and will provide a summary of 

these meetings for viewing at the year-end meeting; shall 

schedule and conduct two BHEA membership meetings: a 

kick-off meeting and a year-end business meeting; will 

recruit volunteers to conduct special projects (i.e., special 

speakers, fairs, etc.); and will approve special projects being 

done in the name of BHEA so that no overlap and 

duplication of effort occurs. 

Activity Coordinator and Teen Activity Coordinator: Shall 

encourage activities, field trips and other events. Provides 

assistance as required for the various activities that take 

place for homeschoolers in Blount County. Will advise 

membership in conducting activities and inform members 

of potential conflicts in time or resources. Maintains a list 

of BHEA-associated clubs, groups, and activities. 

Enrichment Class Coordinator: Shall administrate the 

service of individuals offering to teach classes, which 

includes administration of the location, and conduct and 

participation of teachers, students and parents. At least one 

member of the Enrichment team will also serve on the 

council. 

Membership Coordinator: Shall maintain records of active 

members of BHEA. 

Treasurer: Shall be responsible for reimbursement of 

expenses and timely payment of bills; shall ensure that an 

annual budget is drafted and a financial report is published 

at the end of the school year or for the year-end meeting. 

 

Administrative Organization, continued… 

 

 

 

 

BHEA Organizational Guidelines 
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Scope of Responsibilities: 

The BHEA Administrative Council shall ensure the 

functions described in the above job descriptions are carried 

out. The BHEA Administrative Council will recruit 

volunteers to assist with BHEA activities/events (if no 

volunteers can be secured, the activity/event may not take 

place.) The BHEA Administrative Council shall review its 

budget requirements prior to the end of the school year and 

set membership dues for the coming year. The dues will be 

announced at the year-end business meeting. The BHEA 

Administrative Council shall be responsible to make the 

best possible use of funds entrusted to it to serve BHEA 

members and to support homeschooling in Blount County. 

The BHEA Administrative Council may provide any 

financial discounts or incentives to promote membership it 

deems appropriate. 

 

Qualifications for Leadership Positions: 

BHEA Administrative Council members shall be 

individuals striving to live Christ-centered lives focusing on 

a Biblical world-view and whose reputation of personal 

conduct is consistent with Biblical standards. They must 

also be currently homeschooling or be the parent of a 

graduated homeschooler, and a member of BHEA for at 

least one year prior to serving. While we feel it is important 

that BHEA leaders share similar Christian beliefs, BHEA 

will not have any type of written or verbal statement of faith 

to which all potential leaders must agree. The standard for a 

prospective member’s Christianity shall be by his/her 

personal profession of faith. 

 

Procedures: 
The BHEA Administrative Council shall conduct itself 

informally and will, as a matter of routine, coordinate its 

activities through scheduled meetings and/or email. 

Resolutions shall be passed in the Council by majority rules.  

 

BHEA Associated Clubs and Activities 

Throughout the year, BHEA may sponsor various 

activities such as the Annual Kick-off, New Members’ 

Brunch, Homeschooling 101, Moms’ Meetings, seminars, 

and other programs depending on interest and securing 

volunteers. The BHEA Administrative Council and member 

volunteers will coordinate these activities. 

In addition to the activities listed above, any BHEA 

member may choose to start or lead a BHEA club, group, or 

activity. The Activities Coordinator will maintain a list of 

these groups for members’ reference. As a BHEA member, 

group leaders are entitled to use the BHEA E-Alert system, 

E-Support loop, yearbook, and other member services to 

make announcements about and promote their activity as 

long as this is in accordance with the rules in the BHEA 

handbook and with the discretion of the yearbook editors 

concerning space and/or appropriateness. The leader may 

also make the decision as to whether the activity will be 

open only to BHEA members or to all homeschoolers, and 

whether or not to use the BHEA rules of conduct and dress. 

It will be assumed that the activity is for BHEA 

members only and follows the BHEA rules of conduct 

and dress code unless otherwise stated. 

The BHEA Administrative Council will be available to 

assist group leaders, upon request, should problems arise, 

but will not have direct authority over any activity (not 

identified above). Parents have all responsibility to 

determine appropriateness for activities. If an issue arises, 

the Administrative Council will offer advice, but the 

ultimate decision rests with the parents. BHEA may decide 

not to continue sponsoring activities without cause. 

 

BHEA Membership 

Membership shall consist of any homeschooling family with 

children preschool through high school age who are legally 

registered as required by TN law. Close relatives of 

homeschooling families who wish to support BHEA may 

also be members, as can the parents of graduated 

homeschooled children. Members are expected to respect 

and abide by the BHEA behavior policy and dress code at 

all BHEA functions. While we strive to follow the purpose 

and mission of BHEA in all we do, it must ultimately be 

the responsibility of the parents to make individual 

choices concerning what teachers/leaders, classes, and/or 

activities are best for their family. 

BHEA members shall have access to all BHEA-sponsored 

and/or associated activities. BHEA members shall  have 

access to the e-alert system and the e-mail loop, and any 

other special publications. BHEA members may enjoy 

reduced fees for most of the BHEA-sponsored activities. 

BHEA members shall have the responsibility to participate 

in semi-annual business meetings and may request copies of 

all meeting summaries, budget, and financial reports. It may 

be possible for BHEA members to attend BHEA 

Administrative Council meetings; however, their ability to 

participate shall be determined by the Administrative 

Coordinator on a case-by-case basis. 

Membership dues will be determined on a year-to-year 

basis. Dues pay for the handbook and other printed 

materials that we use throughout the year; insurance; 

building fees and donations meetings and other activities; 

expenses related to Kick-off, Homeschooling 101, seminars, 

and other BHEA functions; information for new members 

and those interested in homeschooling; and other 

miscellaneous supplies for BHEA functions. 

BHEA will only be as good as the work and care that its 

members contribute. All members are encouraged to get 

involved and participate as much as possible. Volunteers 

and leaders are always needed and welcome! 
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BHEA Yahoogroup  
BHEA’s Yahoogroup:  “The Loop” is an exciting 

way for BHEA parents to conveniently help, encourage, and 

mentor one another, as followers of Christ are called to do. 

Our overriding goal is that our sharing would enhance our 

effectiveness as homeschooling parents. 

This e-mail support group enables personalized online 

support for our members, by our members. The group is 

restricted, so you can rest assured that only BHEA members 

will be able to send/read/reply to messages. You can 

instantly tap into a terrific local network of homeschoolers 

without having to leave your house! 

You will not be automatically signed up for the 

BHEA Yahoogroup Loop when you join BHEA. If you 

would like to participate, go to groups.yahoo.com/group/

BHEA and follow the instructions on how to join. 

To Send a Message: 

To send a message to everyone who has joined the e-

support groups, just address your e-mail to 

BHEA@yahoogroups.com. 

To Reply to a Message: 

To reply to a message from another e-support member, 

simply reply the same way you do to any e-mail message. 

Remember, if you hit REPLY, your message will 

automatically go to ALL BHEA members on the loop. If 

you just want it to go to an individual, you MUST type in 

just their e-mail address - DO NOT HIT REPLY. 

If You Have a Question: 

If you have questions about this e-support group, send them 

in an e-mail to BHEAowner@yahoogroups.com. 

If You’re Getting too Many E-mails: 

You may want to change your setting with 

YahooGroups from “Individual E-mails” (you receive each 

message as it is sent) to “Digest.” With the digest format, 

Yahoo/Groups sends you a collated, single e-mail message 

that provides a numbered “Table of Contents” (sender and 

subject lines) for up to 25 messages in a single e-mail. Then 

you can scroll through the numbered messages within that e

-mail to read only those of interest. The only problem with 

this format is that mail is sometimes delayed a day. 

To Change Your Mail Preference to Digest: 

To change your mail preference to digest, go to 

www.yahoogroups.com, choose the BHEA list, choose 

“Edit My Membership,” and make the necessary change. 

Special Etiquette Items for Digest Readers: 

When you want to reply to something you read, you’ll 

want to type your own subject line (the reply subject line 

will default to “Digest Number xxx”, which is not very 

informative!). Also, please be sure not to include the 

contents of the entire digest in your reply—just a few key 

words so we can follow the conversation. 

The Finer Points of “Loop” Etiquette: 

Please do not include copies of e-mails we’ve already 

received in your replies. Many people have set up their       

e-mail programs to include the message they’re responding 

to at the bottom of their reply. On groups like this, that can 

create some long messages! If you want to help others 

follow the conversation, you can either compose your 

message accordingly or cut and paste a short, specific 

excerpt from the message you’re responding to.  

If someone posts an off-topic (OT) item or specifically 

requests you to respond privately, to them only, you 

cannot use ―Reply‖ which would send your message to the 

whole list. Instead, you just need to cut and paste that 

individual’s e-mail address from his/her original message 

(the “From:” line), or write it down and re-type it in the 

“To:” line of your message. 

Guidelines for Participation: 

Christian kindness rules — please choose your words 

carefully and consider the tone of your messages. Feel free 

to ask for and offer opinions, but please refrain from 

engaging in debates or debasing individuals who see things 

differently than you or who had a different sort of 

experience than you.  Note:  BHEA reserves the right to 

suspend, terminate or moderate any member’s Loop 

privileges at the sole discretion of the Council. 

Clear subject headings are crucial for the optimum benefit 

of all e-support group participants. Please type a specific 

and concise subject heading when you send a message to 

the group. This allows readers to quickly scan for topics of 

interest. Also, be aware that each person may not be able to 

find the time to read every message all the time. 

To make the most of everyone’s time, we ask that you keep 

your messages to this group on topic as much as possible. 

On topic content would include e-mails asking/answering 

questions or providing information regarding: specific 

curricula; teaching methods and philosophies; upcoming 

field trips, local events, or BHEA functions; homeschool-

related websites that may be of value — forms, online 

books, free curricula or unit studies, art museums/galleries, 

etc.;  books on certain topics or for a certain reading/interest 

level; books available at our local libraries; favorite sources 

for curriculum or books; other homeschool YahooGroups 

that might be of interest; schedule/routine, approach to 

planning, record-keeping ideas; specific homeschooling 

challenges; a particularly rewarding or particularly 

disheartening homeschooling day; homeschooling items for 

sale or to give away; or homeschooling items you want to 

buy used. Please verify accuracy of information before 

posting or forwarding messages. 

If you’d like to poll others in the group to gain information 

or suggestions about something that is “off-topic”, (e.g., 

family issues, local churches, general community questions, 

etc.), feel free to do so on occasion. Just indicate that your 

subject is off-topic, by typing “OT…(subject)” in the 

subject line. 

Disclaimer:  E-mails submitted to this group are not approved or endorsed by BHEA and should not be considered to represent the 

opinions/recommendations of BHEA. Each e-mail is endorsed solely by its author, who accepts complete responsibility for its content. 
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Ideas for Contributing  

Your Time and Talents to BHEA 
This list is not all-inclusive. If you have other ideas, please 

discuss them with the appropriate coordinator. If these 

activities are important to you, please volunteer. If you 

don’t, they may not happen. 
 

Please visit www.BHEA.net to for more information on 

volunteer needs. 
 

BHEA General Opportunities: 

Christmas Tree Ornament Coordinator for Christmas at the 

Courthouse. 

Kindergarten Graduation Coordinator. 

Mom’s Fellowship Meeting Host - Hosting one of the Mom’s 

Fellowship Meetings at your own home. 

Special Events Committee Member - Coordinate set-up, clean

-up, and refreshments for any special events. 

Field Trip Sponsor - Arranging and planning a field trip. 

Ministry Helper - Help Ministry Coordinator to contact 

members when a need arises and help with meal delivery, etc. 

 

  

Planning Field Trips 
 

Field trips are an exciting part of the educational experience. Field 

trips are planned by individual BHEA members. Planning a field 

trip is a great way to volunteer your time for the educational 

benefit of our children. It is easy to plan a field trip. 

 

1. Please check the BHEA Calendar to see if there are 

conflicting activities scheduled on the day you wish to plan 

your trip. (Of course, there is no guarantee that something 

won’t get scheduled later.) You then decide if you want to 

continue with that date or find another date, this is entirely up 

to you.   

2. Call your field trip destination and arrange the date, time, 

number expected, activities planned, etc. 

3. List the details of your trip on the BHEA Calendar and also 

email the info to activities@bhea.net. 

4. Get the field trip information out on the email alert a week or 

so before the date. You should include: sponsor (your name, 

telephone number and email address), date, time, cost, 

meeting place, and carpool information, deadline to RSVP. 

Also include any size or age limitations. 

5. Record sign-ups on a field trip sign-up sheet as people call. 

Collect any money in advance and keep accurate records. 

6. Re-confirm all plans the week of the field trip. 

7. Require all attendees to sign-in on the day of the field trip. 

This makes it easier for you to know when all the people have 

arrived. Have each family sign the thank you note at this 

time. 

8. Remind your group of the need to remember the Field Trip 

Guidelines before starting the trip. 

9. Give or send the thank-you note to your guide after the trip. 

 

Thanks in advance for all your hard work in making our field trips 

both enjoyable and educational this year! 

 

A Field Trip Planning Record Form is available  on our 

website: www.BHEA.net - this form is very helpful when 

you are planning and organizing a field trip. It also provides 

a record for those who might want to plan the trip again in 

the future. 

One more reminder about our use of church facilities… 

Throughout the year, we use various area churches for enrichment classes and other activities. Please always be 

respectfully of these facilities and their generosity in allowing us to use them. 

Please do not use the church’s wipes, diapers, or snacks. There will be a box marked “BHEA” for emergency use, but 

in general please remember to bring these items for your own children and let the nursery worker know which diaper bag 

belongs to you. We know that accidents happen with toys, But please let us know if a toy was broken so that BHEA can 

replace it. 

Please remember that BHEA is an all volunteer organization. Please contribute your 

time and talents to help keep our association strong and growing.  

We can accomplish great things if we work together.  
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Field Trip Guidelines 
One of the most sensitive yet crucial aspects of a field trip is 

that of conduct. The importance of this subject cannot be 

overstated. Although we have a variety of differing views on what 

is appropriate behavior on a field trip, we must remember that we 

are ambassadors for homeschooling. Behavior that might not be 

deemed inappropriate when done individually, can become 

offensive when it happens in a group situation. When this occurs, 

the entire group will suffer and be stereotyped as unruly. 

Additionally, because many families choose to homeschool 

because of religious beliefs, we are not only representing BHEA 

but also our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, the following guidelines of conduct have been 

established for all BHEA field trips. Parents, please make 

certain that you have read these Guidelines in advance of the 

field trip and explained them to your children. Although each 

family sets standards of its own, we need unified standards for 

parents and children when we are together as a group in public 

places. 

Keep in mind that we are judged from the moment the first 

family arrives until the last family leaves. Make sure that the 

impression we leave with others is a positive one. 

 

Parents: 

1. Please pay attention to the speaker. This is courteous and also 

sets a good example for our children. 

2. Be attentive to your children’s behavior. Remember all 

BHEA policies are in effect. 

3. Arrive fifteen minutes before the field trip is scheduled to 

begin. 

4. Express your gratitude and appreciation to the field trip 

guide. 

5. Make arrangements ahead of time to socialize at another 

location. 

 

Children: 
“Like a city whose walls are broken down  

is a man who lacks self-control.” Prov.25:28. 

1. Keep your feet, legs, arms, hands, and tongue in control. 

2. Always walk. Do not run. 

3. Keep your feet on the ground. 

4. Keep your hands to yourself. 

5. Wait patiently for items to be handed to you. Do not grab 

things from others. 

6. Look with your eyes only. Do not touch unless instructed to. 

7. Listen to the speaker. 

8. Keep your mouth in control. 

9. Do not talk when an adult is speaking to you unless you are 

asked a question. 

10. Raise your hand to answer a question. 

11. Raise your hand to ask a question. 

 

Parents, please note that if you do not address your child’s 

behavior problems, another parent or adult will address the 

misbehavior. 

  

 

Field Trip Ideas   
These are just a few– don’t let this list limit your thinking! 

 

American Museum of Science & Energy- 576-3200 

Bible Printing- (Mt Pisgah Baptist Church in Oliver Springs)  

 865-435-7781 

Bijou Theatre- 523-4211 for calendar of events 

Blount County Library- 982-0981 

Blount Mansion- 525-2375  

Bradley’s Chocolate- (small groups only) 694-0400 

Cades Cove Classroom in the Park-436- 1292 

Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge- 482-1074 

Confederate Memorial Hall (Bleak House)- 522-2371 

Creative Discovery Museum in Chattanooga- 423-756-2738 

Crosseyed Cricket- 986-5435 

E. TN Discovery Center- 594-1494 

Eagle Bend Fish Hatchery - 457-5135 

Farragut Folklife Museum - 966-7057 

Fish Hatchery in Cherokee National Forest 

Fort Loudon State Historic Area - 423-884-6217 

Fruit and Berry Patch - 922-3779 

Great Smokies Tour & Travel - 673-8960 

Heritage High School Planetarium (Tom Weber) - 984-8548 

Ijam’s Nature Center - 577-4717 

James White Fort - 525-6514 

Knoxville Museum of Art - 525-6101 

Knoxville Zoo - 637-5331  

Long’s Drug Store and Soda Fountain - 588-9218 

Mandarin House Chinese Restaurant 

Maple Lane Pumpkin Farm (Bob Schmidt) - 856-3511 

Marble Springs- Home of Gov. John Sevier - 573-5508  

Mayfield Dairy Farm in Athens - 423-744-9509 

McClung Museum - (Debbie Woodile) 974-2144 

Museum of Appalachia - 494-7680 

Museum of E. TN History - 544-4318. 

Norris Dam (open house in October) - 632-2653 

Picnic and play in water at Volunteer Landing 

Picnic at Cades Cove 

Radio Station (for ex.: UT Radio Station, Hallorin Hill,   

Love 89, Joy 62, etc.) 

Ramsey House - 546-0745 

Ripley’s Aquarium in Gatlinburg - 430-8808 

Sam Houston Schoolhouse (Ralph) - 983-1550 

Sugarlands Visitor Center - 865-436- 1200 

Television station (for ex.: “Live at 5,” weather studio, etc.) 

Tennessee Aquarium in Chattanooga - 800-262-0695 

Tennessee Smokies Baseball - 637-9494 

Tennessee Theatre (concerts & movies) - 522-1174 

Tuckaleechee Caverns - 448-2274 

UT Arboretum - 483-3571 

UT Bakery - 974-7873 (Gina Mills) 

Visit an Animal Farm (private or UT) 

Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame - 633-9000 
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Please note that this listing of umbrella schools is for 

your information only. BHEA does not endorse any of these 

schools in any way. Many of our members are registered 

under them and will be glad to share their experiences with 

you, but it is your family’s responsibility to choose how and 

with whom to register. 

A parent who intends to homeschool a child may 

register that child with the Local Education Agency (LEA)  

- this is usually your local city or county school board—or 

with a Church-related School (this is what is usually 

referred to as an umbrella school). 

There are some legal differences in types of umbrella/

church-related schools. For more information concerning 

legally registering your child for homeschooling, contact:  

 Smoky Mountain Home Education Association  

www.smhea.org • smhea@yahoo.com • (865) 675-3073 

 

Tennessee Home Ed at www.tnhomeed.com 

 

Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) 

www.hslda.org  •  (540) 338-5600 

The schools listed below that are marked with an “*” 
are what are called “Jeter Memo” or Option 3 schools 

(explained at:  http://www.hslda.org/law/analysis/TN.asp) 

These schools have physical campuses, but allow for homes 

to be considered satellite campuses of their schools.  One 

advantage of using a Jeter Memo schools is that, for high 

school, you get a private school diploma. 

 Please remember that this list is meant as a reference 

only—designations, services, etc. may change frequently. 

****** 

Apostolic Christian School  (preK-12) 523-5261 

* Berean Christian School  (K-12) 482-3261 

Calvary Baptist School  (K-12) 376-5850 

* Christian Academy of Knoxville (K-12) 690-4721 

www.christianacadknox.org 

* Christian Fellowship Academy (K-12) 671-8983 

* Christian Outreach Acad. (preK-12) 481-2519 

 www.christianoutreachoakridge.com 

Community Baptist Academy (preK-12) 435-6817 

Concord Christian School (K-8) 966-8858 

www.fbconcord.org/ccsinfo.htm 

Covenant Baptist Academy (K-8) 423-337-7000 

Covenant Christian Academy (K-12) 429-4324 

www.mandateinc.org 

Covenant Ministry Academy (K-2) 986-9053 

www.covacademy.com 

* Daniel 1 Academy (K-12) 877-797-4860                  

http://daniel1academy.org 

Episcopal School of Knoxville (K-6) 777-9032           

http://www.esknoxville.org 

* Faith Christian Academy (K-12) 936-4439  

www.faithchristianmin.org 

* Family Christian Academy ON-LINE (K-12)  

 http://www.familychristianacademy.com 

Family Christian Academy East (K-12) 936-4439 

Faith Christian School 945-3671 or 457-6763 

First Lutheran School (preK-8) 524-0308 

Foothills Christian Academy (K-12) 995-2125  

 http://members.truepath.com/FCA4U 

* Gateway Christian School (K-12) 901-454-1606         

www.gatewaychristianschools.com 

Grace Christian Academy (K-11) 691-3427  

www.gracebc.org 

His Servants Academy (K-12) 354-8066 

* Home Life Academy (K-8) ON-LINE 

www.HomeLifeAcademy.com 

Kings Academy (K-12) 573-8321 

www.thekingsacademy.net 

Knoxville 7th Day Adventist (K-10) 522-9929  

 www.knox1sda.org/school/kas.html 

Knoxville Baptist Christian School (K-12) 524-3211 

www.kbcs.org 

Knoxville Catholic High School (9-12) 560-0313 

KnoxvilleCatholic.com 

* Knoxville Christian School (K-8) 470-8624 

www.knoxvillechristian.org 

* Maryville Christian School (K-12) 681-3205 -      

http://mywebpage.netscape.com/maryvillecs 

* Meridian Christian (K-12) 931-456-6089  

 www.crossvilleonline.com/Education/MCA 

Monroe County Christian Academy (K-12)                 423

-587-3247 

Morristown Covenant Academy (K-12)      www.gateway

-church.net 

* Mt. Pisgah Christian Academy (K-12) 435-4831 

New Hope Baptist Christian School 688-5330 

Seymour Community Christian School (K-12) 577-5500 

Spring City Christian Academy (K-12) 423-365-4177 

* Saint Joseph’s Catholic (K-8?) 689-1973  www.stjoseph

-knoxville.org 

Temple Baptist Academy (preK-12) 

www.templebaptistacademy.org 

* Trinity Christian Academy (K-12)   

 www.trinitychapel.com 

Homeschool “Umbrella Schools” 
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